
Q: On our next road trip
to Virginia Beach, Va., we’re
interested in stopping in some
other parts of Virginia. Our trip
will be nearly two weeks long.
We have our Virginia Beach
activities planned but would
like to get more information
on the rest of the state. Can
you recommend some inter-
esting places? I love cultural
stu�, he loves the outdoors.

— R. Hutchinson,
Richmond Hill

A: The resorts and sandy
beaches of Virginia Beach are
wonderful for R ’n’ R. But once
you soak up enough sun and
sand, the state has so much to
do I’m sure you’ll find many rea-
sons tomake return visits.
This is a particularly great

year to go as the state is cele-
brating the 40th anniversary of
its “Virginia is for lovers” slogan
and there are loads of promo-
tions and deals tied into that.
In Richmond and Charlottes-

ville, culture lovers can visit a
couple of art museums for free:
n The University of Virginia Art
Museum (virginia.edu/artmu-
seum) in Charlottesville has an
international collection spanning
ancient to modern times. The
galleries exhibit U.S. and Euro-
pean paintings and sculptures of
the 15th-19th centuries, includ-
ing art from the “Age of Thomas
Je�erson” (1775- 1825), art from
theMediterranean,Asian art and
20th-century art.
n The Virginia Museum of Fine
Arts (vmfa.museum) in Rich-
mond has more than 20,000

works of art from nearly every
major world culture. Check
out Art Nouveau, Art Deco and
American Modern and Contem-
porary, which are leading com-
ponents of the collection. And
don’t miss the Faberge eggs!
For outdoorsy types, Virginia

is an adventure playground. The
scenic beauty is breathtaking
throughout the state. The Vir-
ginia Birding and Wildlife Trail

(dgif.virginia.gov/vbwt/) is the
first of its kind in the U.S. Com-
prised of 65 trail loops, housing
some 400 bird species, 250 fish
species and 150 species of other
critters, the driving trail links
some of Virginia’s best wildlife
areas with bike and hiking trails.
For something di�erent, head

toChincoteague,Virginia’s resort
island famous for its oysters and
clam shoals. The picture-per-
fect island on the eastern shores
also houses the Chincoteague
National Wildlife Refuge (fws.
gov/northeast/chinco), 6,000
hectares of beach, dunes,marsh
and maritime forest. Nature
enthusiasts will be especially
enthralled with the wild herds of
Chincoteague Ponies.
For more information on Vir-

ginia, visit Virginia.org or call
toll-free in Canada 1-800-671-
4195 for a free 2009 Virginia Is
for Lovers — Live Passionately
travel guide.

Q: I have heard that Super-
clubs Breezes has sold its
Puerto Plata resort. I was

there in January and would
like to return in 2010. Would
you know what the new name
of this resort is or who has
purchased the resort?
—C.Mallon, Orillia
A: I contacted a reprensenta-

tive of the Dominican Republic
Tourism Office who reports the
Superclubs Breezes Puerto Plata
closed May 1 and will reopen in
about three months as the Sol
de Plata Beach Resort and Spa.

Q: How far is the drive from
Chicago to Indianapolis?We’re
going to Chicago for a wedding
and I was thinking we could
take a day trip from there. We
look forward to your help.
— K. Styles, Markham

A: It’s about 263 km. If you
average 110 km/hour by car it
should take about three hours
to get to this Midwestern city
southeast of Chicago. Remem-
ber that Indianapolis, Ind., is one
hour ahead of Chicago, Ill.

ilona@mycompass.ca
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FLYTOTHEUKFORLESS

DIRECT NONSTOP FROM TORONTO
LONDON•GLASGOW•MANCHESTER
EXETER, NEWCASTLE, BIRMINGHAM, EDINBURGH, DUBLIN, SHANNON

flights one way, exc taxes from$99
Leather SeatS • ChiLd diSCountS • Premium/CLub CLaSS uPgradeS Seat

baCktV’S (SeLeCtedfLightS) •moStgenerouSeConomyLegroom -uPto35”1-866-796-4108www.canadianaffair.ca

2-Night Packages starting at

$146.00

All aboard for a one-day rail excursion through the same rugged wilderness that inspired the Group of Seven.
Your tour is highlighted with a 1½ hour stop over in the pristine beauty of Agawa Canyon park.

Agawa Canyon Tour Train Packages include an
Attractions Pass Book with free admission into
4 attractions, discounts at 2 attractions, and a
Casino Sault Ste. Marie Stay and Play package.

www.agawatrain.com
1-800-461-6020 Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario

per person
(based on double
occupancy)

Ask for a
Package Guide! Tour Operates Daily: June 23 to October 12
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Yes, Virginia
has it all

SUN MEDIA FILES

Kids have fun in the sun
at Virginia Beach, one
of the many things to

do in the state.

Has the H1N1 virus a�ected
your travel plans?
■ Yes, plans have been
cancelled
■ Nope, I’m still vacationing
this summer
■ Unsure

Travel poll

Read more: canoe.ca/flu
Vote: canoe.ca/travel
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NEXT WEEK’S QUESTION

Among
Canadian
cities,
which
one
comes
out on
top?


